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fellow Americans. And the best way to de-
clare our position, the best way to make our
position known to the world, is through what
I like to call the gathering momentum of mil-
lions of acts of kindness and compassion and
decency, acts of compassion and decency
which take place on a daily basis, in all kinds
of ways.

People say, ‘‘How can I help?’’ Well, just
walk across the street and tell a shut-in you
love her, and what can you do to visit, to
make her day complete? Or how about men-
toring a child in a school and teaching that
child how to read? Maybe if you’re interested
in helping fight the war on terror, you should
become a mentor to a child whose mother
or dad may be in prison, so that child can
have somebody put their arm around them,
and say, ‘‘I love you. In America, it belongs
just as much to you, as it does to me.’’

Now, there’s all kinds of ways to join this
war against terror. And it starts by Americans
leading with their heart. There’s no doubt
in my mind we’ll make the right decisions
here at home. There is no doubt in my mind
that the United States will prevail in the war
of terror. And there’s no doubt in my mind
that out of the incredible evil that was done,
great goodness will come, and America will
be better off for it.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
Ball Room at the Masonic Temple. In his remarks,
he referred to Director of Homeland Security
Tom Ridge, who introduced the President; Gov.
Mark Schweiker of Pennsylvania; Michael M.
Wagner, director, Biomedical Security Institute,
Mark A. Nordenberg, chancellor, and Arthur Le-
vine, dean, School of Medicine, University of
Pittsburgh; Andrew W. Moore, director, Bio-
medical Security Institute, and Jared L. Cohon,
president, Carnegie Mellon University; and
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist
organization. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Remarks on Returning From
Pittsburgh and an Exchange With
Reporters

February 5, 2002

Stimulus Package

The President. I was just informed that
the Senate will not vote out a stimulus pack-
age. I’m very disappointed. There’s a lot of
workers who hurt, and they need help. Our
economy, while there’s some good news,
needs more stimulus. I still think we need
to pass a bill that will help workers and help
stimulate the economy. You know, we got a
good bill out of the House, and I believe that
we had a good chance to get a good bill out
of the Senate last fall; there was enough votes
to pass the bill. And I’m just disappointed.
I think—I think we need a good stimulus
package.

Q. [Inaudible]—for a regular breakfast
this week?

The President. No, no, we’re meeting
next week. But I mean, I don’t need to have
a meeting, a breakfast to express my dis-
appointment. I’m disappointed. I think peo-
ple need to—workers need help, and I think
we need to stimulate the economy with some
wise policy. And we’re working hard on this
issue. I talked about it—gosh, I remember
going to the Midwest to talk about it; I think
I talked about in the Midwest right after the
attacks. We’ve been working with both Re-
publicans and Democrats to try to forge a
good package. You know, I’m just sorry it
hasn’t happened. I hope they do reconsider
and pass a good bill.

Q. [Inaudible].
The President. I can’t hear you.
Q. Are you saying they’re not listening?
The President. You need to talk to them.

I’m just—what I’m saying is, I’m dis-
appointed we don’t have a package. Workers
need help, and we need to stimulate the
economy.

Thank you all.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 4:08 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Exchange With Reporters During
Tour of the Police Department
Command and Control Center in
New York City
February 6, 2002

Support for New York City
Q. Can you answer a quick—about the $20

billion?
The President. Yes, absolutely.
Q. When are we going to get it, and why

does there seem a reluctance——
The President. Oh, there’s no reluctance.

The $20 billion needs to come to New York.
And that’s $20 billion, by the way, not includ-
ing the Victims’ Compensation Fund. And
I look forward to working with the New York
delegation, the Governor, and the mayor to
make sure that the Liberty Zone and the Lib-
erty Bonds become reality. Now, that’s one
way for us to help New York rebuild herself,
and a vital part of our economy and economic
growth is to have a vibrant New York City.

And so the $20 billion is coming. A lot
of it has already come; there’s more to come.
And I look forward to working in a way to
get it done.

Q. Have you had any chance to talk to
Mitch Daniels and say, ‘‘Be a little nicer to
New York’’?

The President. No, Mitch understands
my pledge. He understands what I said—
when I said $20 billion, I meant $20 billion.
And I’m the kind of fellow who does what
I say I’m going to do. And I think it’s impor-
tant for the country to know that a vibrant
New York City is vital for our economy.
We’ve got to have a strong New York City.

It’s not only a part of our economic scene
at home, it’s important for New York to be
strong for international reasons, as well. And
so I look forward to working with the mayor
and the Governor to make sure we get this
done.

Stimulus Package
Q. Any thoughts on the stimulus?

The President. Yes. Let me—one ques-
tion on the stimulus. One answer on that is,
at the minimum they need to take care of
the workers, at the very minimum. But it’s
important for Congress to realize that our
economy has not yet fully recovered. And
therefore, I believe we still need to provide
stimulus for economic growth so that there’s
jobs. People need work. And everything Con-
gress ought to do is to take care of those
who’ve lost their jobs but also recognize that
people want more than an unemployment
check; they want a steady paycheck. And so
jobs ought to be what the people up there
in Washington are asking themselves: How
do we create jobs so people can find work?

Q. Why can’t they get it done?
The President. You’re asking the wrong

man. I’m in the executive branch of Govern-
ment.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:54 p.m. During
the exchange, the President referred to Gov.
George E. Pataki of New York and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of New York City. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks to Police Department
Command and Control Center
Personnel in New York City

February 6, 2002

Please be seated. Thank you all. It’s nice
to be back in New York City, and I am so
proud to stand here today with New York’s
finest and New York’s bravest. I have a mes-
sage for you from your fellow Americans: Po-
lice and firefighters of New York, you have
this Nation’s respect, and you’ll have this Na-
tion’s support.

The budget that Tom talked about in-
creases the Federal commitment to our Na-
tion’s first-responders by more than 1,000
percent. It is the right thing to do, and you
all are the right—to help us continue to fight
this war on terror.

I want to thank Tom Ridge for taking on
a job. He was a good Governor; he’s a very

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 10:43 Feb 12, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P06FET4.008 pfrm06 PsN: P06FET4


